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1. fhe eirficld s Wich moasured 3x2 lm, as located 2 or 3 ko southw
soutimest of Plavek (53%h19N/37°17'0), Lostew Ol last, Jjust esst
of the higtway to Orel (D2°9551N/36°C0%L). © The locality of
Lalchaevo (539399N/37911%:) wips west of the field. Tho landing

\

during the Jast war, The Sovicts also stated thet the ficld was
to be 1 nroved, lowev.r, construction werk had not yobt started,

field was leveled and coverediwith turf, | 50X1-HUM |
the Tield was usad by both the Soviets and Gernans ‘ 50X1-HUM

2. The field was being used for the training of narachute and airborne
troops. The landing of aireraft wae facilitotod by shoke simals
indicatin; the dircetion of the wind. The aircraft scen over the
field, which vas not permanently occunied, used 4o a wreach irom
the direetion’of Tula {(ULC12+11/3793G73), in the north, .

3. In conncction with the training of naraclmte and airborne iroops,
trin-cnaine tranooorts would anproach the airficld in three squae
droas of nine nlanes cach flying at an altituwie of 200 1o 4OJ meters.
inoaverase of 14 to 22 parachutists, equisned with double parachutes,
Jumped froz ecach slane, The narachubicts vors lishiecolorsd sumer
blouses and leathor crasheholieis. About 80 poreent of then wore aried
with sulmachine ~unsy fitted with ¢li-Dily cwrved clip mazazines.

Tortars of about 50 :m caliber were drooned in Ho loads, onz ran

carrying the barrcl, another one the promd -late. Tho oarachube wnits

sera coulpnod vAth sorteblc radic sets with wibrellaw-like antennas,
carried by one nan, After Yanding, thoe sarachuticils cssenmbled for their
conbalt Jractice, leaving their -srachubes in the drop avsa. “he pora~
chutists were often drosped from «ircralt arriving in four or five
suceassive waves. after drooning the parachuitists the transieris Ilow
back imnediately.

4. Soviect seldiers landing ab the ficld in cerso ~liders loaded with
Jeeps and muns fregqueatly held combined exercises with bhe Hurachube
units, vhe fliders wiould asproach in syvadtrans of 7 2lanes, cach
Plying in wedze formalion at an altitude of about 330 meters. Jach
zlides was towed by a twineengine ylane, the tow line bednz 50 to 100
meters longa Theo&ders were relzased vyon white emolie sipmsls which
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7 mivon by Lhe lesdine towing 2'hne. aftor tho lic
wd formed o line another vhite smolte simmal wes iven, wacrcunon
they “andsd at 2 steen angle, Alter eireliny the airfield the twine
enzine planes headed acrih. The ~liders landed imnediately after the
parachgtists had descended, sometimes while these were otill aloft.
Inmod:iately aftor the Slidors had landed side doors wore lowered and

a moter vchicle similar to a jeep, in aldition to an AT —un, were une-
loaded, the lowered doors servins us ramds. In addition to the motor
vehie e and AT gun oach glider was losded with one driver, a mun crow
of three and a chief of sectinn who could be recopnized from the man

‘d in his hand, The AT gun was fitted with -meumatic tires and a
2y thin varrel of L& to U8 mm caliber. The sun had a cylindrical
muzzle brake and a sylitetrail carriage with round troils nrovided
with ssade-like spurs. The upper odie of the un chield :as shaned like
a heart while the lower edre was strgipht. on the rereh and Juriny the
air tronssort hali of tho shield was folded bacll. About 2 nimutes alter
the fdders had touclhied pround the wnloaded . jecn would loave writh iis
attached 2T ., P P :

et

The f1cld exercises of the narachuss:
1045, At first only twree trancyoriswere ervloyed for the trongsort of

12 airborme troons bLooan after July

Darachutisto, later the nwber of aircraflt s
in those excercices increased cons
Sestorber 1249, Orisd
usuaslly took nlace

o arachutists purticinating
derably. Training was most intonsive in
ally the cxercises were held st dawm, later thoy

botweon 11 s.me and 2 .. dehh exereises wers also

ohgaer On these occasions red and white sisnal lichts were fired over
the Wraining area. It could not bu obserwved whoether carpo sliders also

landed at nisht, An average one or twe excrcises were held weekly with
one vave of 27 1o 30 Llanes and nine carge gliders usually perticipatin-,

A larpge field sxercise was obewarved in Sopterber 1949. It lasted for eight
daysy four to five waves of aireraft carrying parachmbists, and nine ;liders
participated. A unit estimeted to be in resimental strensth was bivouacing
dorin; this time along the railroad line north of the airfield. The para-
chutists quickly assembled in squads and then, contrelled iy wpires, began
their icorbat practice, From § to 11 taaks and self-propclled —uns also
particineted in these field exercises » which always seemed to be conducted
arainet 2 simuluted onsmy, both cides equinned with mg and morbars. After
completion of the exercises the troops left in the “ireciion of “lavsk,

where thoy were scen Ly source. The parachutists were stotioned thera.

The curgo gliders omployed for the air lending exoreises looked well cone
structed. The -ilot's seal was lower than the wings, wiich had sli
swept.back outer sections, The wing tins wore rowndedy the Slider
roungd nlexiclass nose, i

The narachutists statloned in Plavsk were quortorsd in an old four-slory
red lrick barracks instullution located on 2 nill in the ssuthern sector
of the town, west of the nain sireot, aboub 300 moters fran the chwrch.
The mit was of ztout reginental strengthe. A gemeral and a major watching
a perachuie exercise worc scen once in a jeeo.
general was the commonder of the oarachube troons, Three jesps and alout

10 trucks wore obscrved with the murching oarachute units., dhe rmotor wehicles
vere not merked with any insignis,; nor did the soldices wear brancheol=
scrviee insisnia, Only a Lo of them wore leather crach heliets such as were
seen «t carachute ex.orcises, Sowrce believes thot the soldicrs wore rose~
colored niping. Engdnecr troops wearing blacl=bordered enaulets -rare quartaered
in about batitalion strength in the same barracks as the wrachutists.,

Attachment: Sketch of the location of Flavsk airfield.
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